64                           JEAN  SIBELIUS.

It was time for the young musician to visit the
battlefields on which the great battles in the world
of music were fought out.

The financial preparations for his first journey
abroad had already been made in the spring, when
the student corporation of Nyland had awarded
Sibelius a scholarship of 1,500 marks. With this
sum as a basis and the Government grant that
could be reckoned upon later Sibelius' journey was
more or less assured.

On Saturday, the yth September, 1889, Sibelius
went on board the steamer " Grand Duke/' ready
to start for Liibeck. The young man was full of
expectant excitement over his first step into the
world. He had acquaintances on board. His
fellow-travellers included Werner Soderhjelm, the
young humanist, and his wife, the painter Eero
Jarnefelt and the young Finnish novelist, Juhani
Aho, who was starting like Sibelius on his first
journey abroad. Jarnefelt and Aho were both
bound for Paris, the Soderhjelm family, like
Sibelius, was making for Berlin. On the quay
stood Martin Wegelius, who called out fatherly
admonitions to Sibelius and entrusted him to
Werner Soderhj elm's care.

" It was extremely pleasant for me to make the
journey with Werner Soderhjelm and his family,"
says Sibelius. " Soderhjelm was then thirty,
already a university tutor and experienced traveller,
who guided my stumbling footsteps in the great
city with competent knowledge. Our stay together